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Speaking Without Talking 

Upon bringing the First Fruits (Bikurim) to the Temple, the farmer first 
presents the basket to the Kohen, waves it, and then declares: “I have 
stated today ….”  Why is this first phrase in the past tense? (Question 
raised by Rabbi David Fohrman)  The explanation is that without 
saying a word, through his simple action of showing up with the first 
fruits at the Temple the farmer has already expressed his gratitude to 
Hashem and his realization that living the Land of Israel is a great 
privilege. 

Last Monday, when classes resumed, we had 195 families show up 
with their children to become imbued with Jewish values and Torah 
wisdom while also receiving an enriched, award winning general 
studies education.  The very arrival of these children, even before the 
first words were spoken, expressed the eternity of the Jewish People 
and our continuing gratitude to Hashem for enlightening us to our 
role in becoming a “Light Unto the Nations.”  We indeed have made a 
declaration through our shared vision for our children, and our 
insistence on achieving Jewish continuity.  
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 Parshat Ki Tavo 
OVERVIEW: Parshat Ki Tavo  (Devarim Ch:26 – 29:8) 
When the Children of Israel dwell in the Land of Israel, its first fruits are to be taken to the Temple and given to the Kohen in a 
ceremony expressing recognition that it is Hashem who guides the history of the Jewish People throughout all ages. 
(Quotations from this passage form the central parts of the Haggadah that we read at the Passover Seder.) On the last day of 
Pesach of the fourth and seventh years of the seven-year shemitta cycle, a person must recite a disclosure stating that he has 
indeed distributed the tithes to the appropriate people in the prescribed manner. With this mitzvah Moshe concludes the 
commandments that Hashem has told him to give to the Jewish People. Moshe exhorts them to walk in Hashem's ways, 
because they are set aside as a treasured people to Hashem. When Bnei Yisrael cross the Jordan River they are to make a new 
commitment to the Torah. Huge stones are to be erected and the Torah is to be written on them in the world's seventy primary 
languages, after which they are to be covered over with a thin layer of plaster. Half the tribes will stand on Mount Gerizim and 
half on Mount Eval, and the Levites will stand in a valley between the two mountains. There the Levites will recite 12 
commandments and all the people will answer "Amen" to the blessings and the curses. Moshe then details the blessings that 
will be bestowed upon Bnei Yisrael. These blessings are both physical and spiritual. However if the Jewish People do not keep 
the Torah, Moshe details a chilling picture of destruction, resulting in exile and wandering among the nations which so starkly 
and prophetically characterize our Exile these 2,000 years.  (C) 2017 Ohr Somayach International 

DRASHA: The warnings to the Jewish people as contained in 
this week’s Torah readings are awesome (how I despise that 
word as currently used in popular vernacular!) in their 
ferocity and cruelty. Unfortunately, they are also unerringly 
truthful and accurate. Everything in its minutest detail did 
befall us, not only over the long millennia of our existence 
as a people but as an accurate description of our fate in the 
last century. 
  
The eternal question that nags at our very being as a people 
is “why?” or perhaps better still “why us?” Though the 
Torah implicitly and explicitly puts the onus for all of this on 
the obstinacy and waywardness of the sinful behavior of the 
Jewish people, Jews throughout the ages have found it 
difficult to fit this punishment to the crime. 
  
Even in Second Temple times already, the rabbis were hard 
pressed to determine the cause of the Temple’s destruction 
and resorted to explaining it in terms of baseless internal 
feuds and hatreds. As destructive as these traits 
undoubtedly are, they are difficult to pin down and identify 
as part of a national policy of a society of millions of 
individuals. We are therefore left to deal with the issues 
purely as a matter of faith and acceptance. 
  
G-d’s judgment and policies are correct, exquisitely so, but 
completely beyond human understanding and 
rationalization. Though the Torah demands rational thought 
and analysis in interpreting its laws and value system, in 
essence it is obvious that it must be dealt with, in its 
authority and influence over human events, more as a 
matter of Heavenly understanding than human intelligence. 

  
We have the great example of Rabi Akiva, who saw in the 
destruction of the Temple and the terrible scenes of cruelty 
that the Romans wrought against the Jews, the seeds of 
rebirth and resilience of the Jewish people. It is one of the 
mysteries of nature that destruction is always part of 
rejuvenation and renewal. The raging and most destructive 
forest fire somehow preserves and guarantees the growth 
of a new, greater and more verdant forest. 
  
There is an interesting interpretation of the well-known 
verse in Kohelet: “A generation departs and a generation 
arrives and the earth survives forever.” Aside from the usual 
understanding of the verse in regard to human mortality 
and the unchanging state of the world and its challenges, 
the verse can be viewed as teaching us another lesson. 
Namely, that it is only because of the departure of one 
generation and the consequent renewal caused by the 
arrival of another generation that the world is able to 
survive and remain vital. 
  
Now this begs the question as to why G-d created nature 
and the world in such a pattern. But, at least to me, it does 
signify the eternal path of the Jewish people through history 
as being in line with nature’s pattern of eternity itself. Just 
as nature with its very destructive forces nevertheless 
guarantees the eternity of the world, this parsha guarantees 
the survival of the Jewish people. 
Shabbat Shalom. 
(C) 2016  Rabbi Berel Wein  
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 Hebrew Day Happenings 

Are Double Stuffed Oreos REALLY double the 

"stuff"? Ask a 6th or 7th grader to find out! They 

worked on measuring skills this week. 

3rd graders making wallets for the Mitzvah and 

Mastery Dollars they earn in class. The Mitzvah and 

Mastery Dollars enable the students to receive a 

tangible reward for acting with Derech Eretz and 

trying their best, while practicing financial 

responsibility through fun, experiential learning!  

Morah Danielle in Second grade  grouping the students 

to show masculine/feminine , singular and plural in 

Hebrew class. 

6th graders showing off their engineering skills!  

Manipulatives are important math tools to help 
students think and reason in more meaningful ways. 
This week, second grade had fun getting familiar 
with some of the math manipulatives available to 
them this year!  
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 Hebrew Day Happenings 

Donor Acknowledgement 

School has begun and we are so grateful for our community of donors who has made the opening of 

school beautiful, smooth and uplifting, and continues to support our many programs and facilities. 

 

We especially thank: 

Dan and Emily Einhorn 

Gayle and Jerry Klusky 

Raphael and Kitty Silverman 

 

Their generous support has enabled Soille Hebrew Day to start the year with renewed enthusiasm 

and excitement. 

 

Leichtag Foundation Grant Received 

We are also pleased to announce that Hebrew Day has received a generous grant from the Leichtag 

Foundation for programming in North County, San Diego, of early childhood education and “Building 

a Jewish Home” seminars. 

Kolenu Newsletter Update 
We value everyone’s feedback about the creation 

and distribution of the our weekly Kolenu                  

Newsletter. We will be producing a Kolenu on a            

regular basis, but not weekly. It will be distributed to 

friends, donors and supporters of the Soille San Die-

go Hebrew Day School. Thank you for continuing to 

support and care about our school! 
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 Soille Community Pages 
Mazal Tov to… 
...Miss Rachie Dimont (HDS class of 2008) on her 

engagement to Mr. Moshe Lavi and to proud parents 

Bernie and  Jackie Dimont and to grandparents Dr. 

Arthur and Eileen Cummins. 

... Yisrael Peikes (HDS Class of 2008) on his 

engagement to Miss Esti Bernson AND to Daniel Peikes 

(HDS Class of 2011) on his engagement to Erin Kaitel 

and to proud parents Rabbi Michoel and Chavi Peikes! 

...Lucy Weiser (HDS Class of 2008) on her Marriage to 

Sruli Bergida and to proud parents Rabbi Simcha and 

Betty Weiser. 

... Moises Eilemberg on his engagement to Jennifer 

Lieberman, both Hebrew Day School Parents. 

...Aidin Weissler on becoming Bar Mitzvah and to 

proud parents Tamar and Joel Weissler. 

...Yael and Rotem Levy on the birth of their son, Naveh. 

...Larry and Esther Kaplan for their granddaughter        

becoming Bat Mitzvah. 

...Zoe Jurkowski on her marriage to Jonathan Moed 

and proud parents Len and Ann Jurkowski.  

 

Condolences… 
...on the passing of Mr. Jacobo Bemaras, A"H 

husband of Heidy Bemaras, father to Jaime Bemaras 

and HDS parent Elias Bemaras and Grandfather to 

HDS graduates Jacobo (HDS Class of 2015) and 

Samuel Bemaras (HDS Class of 2017) and HDS 

student David Bemaras. 

...the passing of Mrs. Adelaide Guzick, mother 

of  Mrs. Jan Landau  & Grandmother of Mrs. Naomi          

Shakhman, great grandmother of HDS students 

Ethan, Sari and Levi Shakhman. 

...to Leah Singer on the passing of her mother, Louise 

Buchwald of Albuquerque, Texas. She was            

grandmother to Max, Alek and Sari Singer.  


